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_ Frustrated but happy editer= 
ee ee 
“in the far western Pacific | 


By Waivine A. Butterhaugh 


GUAM 
He looked out the window of 


the jet 707 into the dark blue. 
Pacific far below. Then he turned - 
-to face his fellow passenger, Ed — 
Flores, son of the publisher of .. 


‘the Guam Daily News. 


“What is Guam really like?” _ 


‘he asked rather naively. 


“Youll like the island,” 


., Flores said, “but you may find 


it rather frustrating.” 


That was in December, 1965, - 
and these words have long since 


turned out to he the understate- 


. ment of the year, 


Joe Murphy had just left San 
Francisco where for several 
years he had edited suburban 


weekly. newspapers in the San 
. . Jose area. 


Murphy. said he felt an 
coming on in the pell mell exist- 
ence in the. highly competitive 


“Bay Area and, feeling the need: 


“for adventure jin his soul, he 


7M answered an ad‘in the San Fran- 


: 


‘J cisco Chronicle for a managing: 


: éditor’s position on Guam. 
Armed with a University of 


“Wisconsin degree in journalism! the population is composed’ of 


‘and a solid newspaper back- 


>’ ground in Wisconsin, Oregon 
. and California, he was hired. 
4. Now, three years later and no 

‘- {Jonger naive, Murphy says that 


‘ the first person who asks where 
‘the U.S. Territory of Guam is 
‘on report. 


+ “It's a pleasant tropical island 


'84 miles long, four to eight 


‘wherel” according to Murphy. 


Other interests 


_ The Daily News is the largest’ 
‘. (and at this writing the only) 
_ ‘newspaper on the island and it 
-has a daily paid circulation of; 


about 9,000. 


Established by the U.S. Navy 


following the retaking of Guam 
from the Japanese in July, 1944, 


the Daily News was purchased. 


by Joseph Flores in 1952, Flores,’ 


‘a Guamanian who published,.cld but . productive letterpress 


community newspapers in San 


™ ‘Francisco before returning to). 
Guam, has been its editor and : 
"; ..4.% place to run’ a ‘newspaper, | tent necessitates 32 pages—anj |. t), 


{publisher ever since, 


Approve 


ulcer ' 


‘and other Statesiders working 
- miles wide, and is located in the for the Government of Guam. 
far Western Pacific, Guam is, 


-. -youghly 1500 miles from no- 


aa. Or'a.under Sec, 
RButterbough, Wey ned 
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Mew 
a in- 
‘? 4 cluding advertising. (Roughly a’ 
50-50 average.) 

In the morning his sole col- 
league edits some of the AP wire 
copy and makes up her women’s: 
pages. The witty managing edi-, 
tor dummies up a few pages; 


Seer, 4,C}.§ Grtam Da vty 


“4 average of 192 pages a wee 


! 
! 


{ 
yes - | continually ringing phones (cur- 
t aeruebrations you wouldn't be-i rently there are more phones: 
; lieve! : 
Murphy said part of the prob-! Share of crank calls); scales” 
lem is the isolation of the island. | Photos; and assigns his reporter’ 
| “We're actually closer to Moscow ; P-M, stories. - 
' than to Washington, D. C. Then, while his reporter is 
“Another problem is the covering. her beats in the after- 
scarcity of trained help to run - 700n, Murphy puts together the 
a newspaper. And far from least | Sports pages; writes his daily 
is the climatic problem ‘where | column, “Pipe Dreams,” which 
typewriters rust while you type| i8 the first read piece in the 
| alone, and where the moist trop-; Daily News and writes a local 
, ical air hangs around the ma- | editorial. 
i chinery as well as the people:! With these daily chores finall- 
| running it, i cleared from his much cluttered 
“But take the personnel ‘prob- " desk, and with a sudden burst of 
new-found energy, Murphy as- 


\ 
4 


ce 


ah in 
idtenuaiey . lind ‘© lem,” Murphy said. : se f 
cameras tea ain: the ease T’ve been Sists his five production girls in 
Joe Murphy ‘ out here we've sent back to the|Pasting Up the flats. : 


i ight 
Mainland and Hawaii for nof . Finally, by . seven or eig 
less than five reporters, noAe of o'clock in the evening (an aver- 
whom lasted much more than a 28¢ 10-hour | Ales Page bi 
year and none of whom are stil] Daily News is put to sais 
with us.” : cause the wire is down and no 


; 3 Guam ‘at 

Murphy said he has had Peace't0° much happens on 

Corps Heep obs Navy depend. | Msn’ oneal when he ee 
i 1 3 ‘Legislature is in sess! 

ents, Air Force and Navy men} he is lucky to leave the 


moonlighting, various and sun-| then cKY 

‘ | Office before midnight.) 

Rea ae Sea acinar ied Now is the time for the cam- 
era process man, who also 


lege kids~—a total of more than 
es aR et a threcyeuy) doubles as staff photographer, to 
ighoot the pages and make the 


period! : 

Soon after Murphy “invaded”; han Se ca 

7 i i ‘plates. By midnight it is hoped 
Sup hie had, besides: nimelt ae that the pressmen are standing 
“by and if all goes well, the 


managing editor, a five-man edi- 
torial staff, : 
The hot, non-airconditioned presses are rolling by Sica 

editorial room (the Pacific Press, Bub 28 every, news! ne 

building is one of the few on ‘knows, the routine is nov over 

Guam not airconditioned)’ ‘yet—there is still circulation and 

boasted an associate éditor who tte Daily News has ead ean 2 
- also served as editor of the tits share of circulation problems. 

paper's Sunday Territorial Sun j Unlike most areas, there is an 

h i ter): ‘ 
eal be tiie waitst) a Berens ‘earrier boys. This, together with . 


who handl 5 
women’s pages ond ae ae ithe fact that many subscribers | 
tures; a Mainland reporter who | live in saan villages, com- . 
turned into a beachcomber; a Poe Tee eerily by eight 
woman military dependent with |, the Morning ( drequent Pieces 


a journalism degree; and a! 2? 
“ crt | pours can mean no paper) every , 


compe itor. ie : 
EID vent SROeey cater subscriber on Guam—from Yigo | 


. h 
Corrently Murphy 1 GON 2) on the north to Merizo on the 
jsouth—have their newspapers 


ae ¥ himself and one girl reporter.: 
ress and four sets of Frid : noe : : 
Tontdwelters Equipment He rt 192 pages a week {with their morning cups of 
cludes headliners, cameras, line- | Between the two of them they | coffee, And this is a ae ot 
casters and a wide variety of : put out a 24-page tabloid every’: Hime Nay heads bac Se s 
ee i day excep Friday, when the." is ae lal 
equipmen ; Paper usually jumps to 40 pages, Fe ae Bs oli 
Nevertheless, as Murphy aya: Sud. Setunday when a balance ec ther ae This will pre- 
and this writer agrees, “What; 0% & itorial and advertising con-: ; The language is perhaps one 
biggest bugaboos on 
. ; Guam, Right now Murphy is the | 
; ite a jonly Statesider on the a 
d For Release 2004/10/28 : - ShyaSpaen001 ey With some 40 people 
; SiEROP 4 001 005700 hs in editorial production, 
: sO ithe business office, advertising, 
‘eirculation and. the, back shop. 


l Besides owning the newspaper, , 
-Flores heads a savings and loan . 
company, a finance company, has ! 
recently built a hotel-apartment - 
complex, and was the appointed || 
governor of Guam under the. 
Hisenhower administration. 
Guam, which is the largest | 
volcanic island in the Marianas] | 
chain, has a population of nearly 
100,000. Broken down, about half 


; the military. and their depend- 
‘ents, Filipino contract workers, 
and Federal Civil Service’ 
; workers. About 40,000 are con- 
, sidered “locals,” or Guamanians- 
who speak both English and 
| Chamorro. The remainder are 
i transplanted business and pro-: 
; fessional people, school teachers 


| Modern plant 
; But what usually comes as a 
‘ surprise to many visiting fire- 
men to Guam is that the Daily 
News plant is quite modern con- 
- sidering the distance from the 
U.S. Mainland and Hawaii. 
The ‘backbone of the news- 
paper, besides Joe Murphy, is a , 
three-unit Goss Suburban =| 


s 


¢ 
a 


writes the heads; answers the - 


\ 


‘ 


:+than staff and they carry their. , 


acute shortage.of dependable. 


ti 
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Anu while most of the Guaman- 
‘jans speak excellent English, 
‘they for the most part insist 
upon conversing among them- 
selves in the vernacular. 


. Asan be imagined, five or six ; 
*typesetters chattering away in| 
-Chamorro and setting type in: 


English does create some inter- ; trudged over to answer it. 


i A familiar voice came on the 
* line: “I would like to speak to 


esting typos, 


Classic goofs 


r taking considér- 

able abuse from the belligerent: 
caller, the sports editor-man-' 

aging editor slammed the phone 


down with reckless abandon and - 


went back to his sports pages. 
But a few minutes later the 

‘ phone on the other side of the 

‘news room rang and Murphy 


the managing editor,” 


; After the type is set it goes to: “This is the managing editor,” 
a Filipina proofreader who also» Murphy again truthfully re- 


“+. has a small language problem. 


She marks and sends the proofs 


to a Palauan girl for correc: - 


‘tions. As Murphy says, “It’s 


plied. 
“Joe Murphy?” 
“Yes, this is he.” 
“Well,” the voice said, “T’d 


1 
i 


that it’s that good, but there’s . 
little else for our subscribers to 

read. ; 
“Aside from Stars & Stripes, — 
very few timely newspapers 


come into Guam and for this. :. 
yeason what I write people read. © 


From a columnist’s point of 


big frog in a little pond.” 
Literally Guam is where 
Amerea’s day begins. It is also 


an island crossroads where , 


practically everybody of impor- 


tance, and plenty who are not so .. re 


-practically an international inci- | Jike to report your sports editor 


_ dent just to get the paper out. 


—he was rude to me on the 


fat one time or another. 


| ‘Duying the past three years {> 


‘Murphy hag talked with the ; 


likes of Danny Kaye, Bob Hopes, 


view you might say that I’m a °., 


important, seem to pass through 


i’ “Not knowing my problems,” ” Face east ise aes 
: tucohe said, Canny of fhe | phone} Jimmie Stewart, Lee Marvin * 
‘newly arrived military become | I'm sorry,” Murphy said, “he and almoat as many starlets as 
| quite critical of the numerous: probably had a bad night... there are stars in the sky. 
M ; Dl have a talk with him.” With — He has met or interviewed al-- 


A typos. 


“4 “And we do get some .classic 


1, goofs—like the time we ran a 
Hf photo on page one of a group of 


1. Japanese dignitaries visiting our 
‘governor, Manuel F. L. Guer- 


i revo, 


vot 


“| “The caption, as I originally 
“ °"avyote it, said that members of 
the Japanese Dict were paying. 


a courtesy call on the governor. 
, Would you believe that under the 
picture the next morning it 
blithely said that the Japanese 
were paying a ‘controversy’ call 
_.on the governor?” (Considering 
‘the occupation this might have 
‘been closer to the truth. Japan 
: now has Iwo Jima and soon ex- 
pects the return of Okinawa.) 
Murphy claims that the ab- 
‘sence of competent help can 
sometimes cause some humorous 
situations, although he was not 
- really laughing when he said it. 
“For instance,” he said, “I 
‘can remember the time when I 
. did have a sports editor—way 


“i back a year ago. Two of the 


_phones in the news room are 
‘ listed under ‘Sports Editor’ and 

* (Managing Editor.’ , 

: “Anyway, a few weeks ago 
“I was back at the sports’ desk 
‘making up a couple of sports 
pages when the phone rang and 


‘ ! gome clown in the military agked 


to speak to the sports editor, 
“I’m your man,” Murphy 


. i truthfully said. 


| “Who won the heavyweight 
‘fight in New York? the caller 
asked, ~ 


Complaint department 


: With this Murphy tried to 

explain that because Guam is a 
‘day ahead of the Mainland (its 
‘lover the International Date 
‘Line) the fight had not been 
. fought yet. But he failed to get 
through to the caller who ap- 
parently presumed Murphy was 


trying to holipparosine OrRehens« 


from him. 


é 
é 


; this the managing editor-sports 


editor slowly put the phone back. 


.on its hook—softly this time. 

There are other frustrations, 

‘| too, according to Murphy. Like 
the time the platemaker, who 
i apparently does not savvy Eng- 
‘lish very well, reversed one of 
the negatives, made a plate, and 
- the pressman strapped it on the 
i press and ran the entire edition 
off with a completely mirror 
image page. 

That morning Daily News 
readers held their papers up to 
their bathroom mirrors to learn 
! the latest news. (From this epi- 
‘sode can be pictured just how 
often the pressmen check the 

‘runs for proper ink flow. Bar- 
ring a major mechanical or elec- 
itrical failure, once the press 
‘begins to roll it continues run- 
‘ning until the run is completed.) 
; Supply, too, can be a big head- 
‘ache. One example Murphy cites 
:is the time an opposition P.M. 
daily (the Pacific Journal), 
which is no longer in operation, 
ran out of newsprint. Conse- 
.quently several rolls had to be 
‘flown in from Manila some 1500 
miles away at a tremendous cost 
for air freight. 

“On Guam you can’t run out 

of carbon paper, ribbons, tapes, 
_ plates, or any other materials it 
takes to run a newspaper—if 
_ you do you're a dead duck! And 
if your press breaks down— 
heaven forbid—you are among 


the missing until you fly a ma-': 


chinist in to set things right,” 
. Murphy said, 


: Tops in readership 


But despite these many work- 
ing hardships, Murphy is quick 
to point out that there are ad- 
vantages to applying your skills 
on a far-flung island, 

“Take readership,” said the 


«or at least very few, in 
OM wenn Boe oe oe saw 


most 20 percent of the nation’s 
senators and has lost count of 
the number of U.S. representa-' 
-tives who have passed through 
Guam on official business. : 

Other personages who have: 
made local headlines include the 
Secretaries of State, Defense, 
Army, Navy and Interior. Also 
dozens of statesmen. 


The versatile 44-year-old edi- 


tor has dined with as many as. 
three admirals at one sitting— 
which is not bad for a guy who 
worked his way down to scaman - 


first class during World War IL... 


And for real gutsy excitement : 
on Guam, the chain pipe-smok- «. 


ing Murphy has managed to: . 
dive in an atomic submarine, fly ° .. 


missions with the Air Force, and’ 


fly with the Typhoon Trackers |. 
into the eye of a typhoon. Even: : - 
President Johnson visited Guam Ee 


since his arrival. 


“In the good old days, when i. a 
had an editorial staff, I even:.: 
found time to visit the surround-; 0): | 
ing islands of the Trust Terri-, . 
tory of the Pacific—Saipan, Ti-i> ~ 
“nian, Rota, Pagan, Peleliu, An-i-. 


gar, Babelthrup, Yap and Koror. : 
And on one of my favorite - 


atrolls Ulithi, the girls are top-. - 
less!—just like they were before’... . 


I left San Franciseo,” said Mur- 
phy. 
Finally, while we were attend- 
ing the weekly Guam Press Club 
luncheon meeting, Joe Murphy 
summed up his feelings: 


“Despite all the frustrations,” »... - 
he said, “and despite all the... 
work, I think Guam is one of the *. ~ 


most exciting and fascinating 


places in the world to put out a 


newspaper, 

“It’s a rewarding job and I've’ 
no desire to return to that big 
PX ‘we call the Mainland, Main- 


yet Busty heoeie 2 Nene i geet 
; what the hell is going to hap-:<* 
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